
Advent Devotions + December 8, 2018 

THE NAMES OF JESUS 

IMMANUEL 
READING 
Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give 
birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel. (Isaiah 7:14)  

DEVOTION 
Seven hundred years before Isaiah, God instructed Moses to build a tabernacle and place it 
in the middle of Israel’s camp. Not hidden. Not on the outskirts. Rather, right in the 
middle. It was an object lesson for a truth God wished to teach, namely, that he is not a 
God who is far away, but one who is pleased to dwell right in the middle of his people.  

The Old Testament believers took great comfort in this truth as they marched toward the 
Promised Land. In the tent, in the cloud of fire and smoke, God was with them—right in 
their midst—as they waited for the fulfillment of his promises. Years later, God also located 
both the tabernacle and temple roughly in the middle of the land. He had the same 
message in mind: Immanu-el: “With us-God!” The psalmist also drew courage as he 
thought about all Israel’s enemies. Even as they attacked the city of God, Jerusalem, “God 
is within her, she will not fall” (Psalm 46:5).  

Yet on an even greater level, the placement of the tabernacle in the middle of Israel’s camp 
was a visual prophecy of the truth Isaiah proclaimed to King Ahaz. God one day would 
come in a very special way right into the middle of his people. He would come in the 
person of his own Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, born of a virgin. St. John explained the 
mystery of Jesus’ incarnation in terms of the tabernacle: “The Word became flesh and 



tented among us,” as the Greek of John 1:14 says. Jesus came right into the middle of his 
people to do those things that only God can do: help, heal, teach, restore, suffer, die, rise, 
ascend. He did all those things for us and for our salvation. And he, who still has flesh and 
blood like us, is our brother, sitting at God’s right hand and waiting—eagerly waiting—for 
the Father’s signal to descend once more and make all things new.  

Until then, though, we still are blessed to have Immanu-el: “With us-God!” He is with us in 
the Spirit’s Word, in the Father’s baptismal water of adoption. He is with us in bread and 
wine, our Savior’s true body and blood. He is with us now and to the very end of the age.  

May this assurance lead us, in turn, to live in Advent faith with the same joy and 
confidence the psalmist had: “Yet I am always with you; you hold me by my right hand. 
You guide me with your counsel, and afterward you will take me into glory” (Psalm 
73:23-24).  

PRAYER 
Be with us, Lord, in your Word and sacraments, until our desert trek is done and we reach 
home with you forever. Amen.  

Dr. Keith Wessel serves Martin Luther College as a professor of Latin and Greek.  

 

NEXT WORSHIP OPPORTUNITY 

Regular Weekend Schedule 

“The Gift of Peace” 

Early Childhood Service - Saturday at 5:30 p.m. 

Installation of Pastor Gurgel - Sunday at 10:45 p.m. 

Professor Richard Gurgel, Preacher (Sunday/Monday) 



Advent Devotions + December 9, 2018 

THE NAMES OF JESUS 

JESUS 
READING 

She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he  

will save his people from their sins. (Matthew 1:21) 

DEVOTION 

“Jesus is the reason for the season!” Is this phrase merely an empty slogan or is it a  

concise statement of fact?  

For many people the phrase is merely an empty slogan. Yes, they know that Jesus is the 
reason for the season. After all, Christmas is a celebration of his birth. But that is about as 
far as it goes. They do not really know who Jesus is or what his birth means for them. For 
some, Jesus’ birth is nothing more than a myth, some- thing on a par with Santa Claus and 
his magical reindeer. After all, virgins do not have children. For others, Jesus was an 
ordinary human being, someone whose followers made him into something he never 
intended, someone whose teachings upset the religious establishment and resulted in his 
premature death.  

However, for you and me and our fellow Christians, the phrase is not merely an empty 
slogan. It is a concise statement of fact. By God’s grace, we know who Jesus is and why he 
is the reason for the season. We know from the pages of the Holy Bible that Jesus is the 
God-Man, the Son of God and the Son of Mary. We know that he came into this world “to 



save his people from their sins.” In fact, that is why he was called Jesus, a name that 
means “Savior.”  

Do you remember the setting in which those words were first spoken? Joseph and Mary 
were pledged to be married. For the Jews, this pledge was legally binding and could only 
be broken by divorce. When it became obvious that Mary was expecting a baby, Joseph 
drew the only conclusion humanly possible: Mary had been unfaithful. Because Joseph 
was a just man, he did not want to make a public spectacle, so he planned to divorce Mary 
quietly. But God graciously intervened. He sent an angel to Joseph in a dream. The angel 
told Joseph that Mary had not been unfaithful. Instead, the baby she was carrying had 
been conceived by the Holy Spirit and was going to save his people from their sins, just as 
the Old Testament had prophesied.  

What a relief this must have been for Joseph! What an even greater relief this is for you and 
me! We have a Savior, someone whose life, death, and resurrection took care of our sin, 
won God’s favor for us, and secured a place for us in heaven.  

PRAYER 

Lord Jesus, you are truly the reason for the season! Thank you for revealing this truth to us 
in your holy Word. Amen.  

Rev. John Schmidt serves Martin Luther College as a professor of theology and Greek.  

 

NEXT WORSHIP OPPORTUNITY 

Regular Weekend Schedule 

“The Gift of Peace” 

Early Childhood Service - Saturday at 5:30 p.m. 

Installation of Pastor Gurgel - Sunday at 10:45 p.m. 

Professor Richard Gurgel, Preacher (Sunday/Monday) 



Advent Devotions + December 10, 2018 

THE NAMES OF JESUS 

KING OF KINGS and  
LORD OF LORDS 

PASSAGE 
On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written: King of kings and Lord of  

lords. (Revelation 19:16)  

DEVOTION 

Do you recall when as a child you first learned the concept of the echo? You shouted in the 
canyon or the tunnel, “HELLO!” and then just seconds later a softer and more distant 
chorus began, each shout a little less intense than the preceding one: “HELLO! Hello! 
hello!”  

Whoa! In contrast to the echoes you have experienced before, the chorus of this text is 
totally different. You’ve never heard the echo resound so clearly or with so much volume 
as it does this time. Instead of fading away, this echo’s refrain is building, BUILDING, 
BUILDING in intensity, and the crescendo forges upward and onward . . .  

What becomes even more fascinating to you is that you recognize the words: “KING OF 
KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.” You can’t help but be reminded that you have heard these 



words, or very similar words, before, as you read and studied the Bible. The pagan King 
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon, with an ego the size of the Grand Canyon, had to 
acknowledge to his servant of the exile named Daniel, “Surely your God is the God of gods 
and the Lord of kings” (Daniel 2:47). God’s great servant and leader Moses also comes to 
mind as he chimes in with the same message to the people: “For the LORD your God is God 
of gods and Lord of lords” (Deuteronomy 10:17).  

Now in our text, John records for us not only the visions of heaven, but the sounds he 
hears as well. He sees a rider on a white horse, sitting victoriously on his mount. He wears 
many crowns. These are crowns that he has taken from his conquered enemies, as well as 
crowns that his subjects have willingly given to him in adoration and thanks. The rider is 
dressed in a white robe stained with the blood of the enemies he has conquered. His 
people sing his praises as the King’s own blood has given them the victory over sin, death, 
and the devil.  

“King of kings and Lord of lords!” Then louder: “King of kings and Lord of lords!” Then 
again and again and again, louder and LOUDER and LOUDER, “KING OF KINGS AND 
LORD OF LORDS!” This is your King. He led you into battle against sin and death by 
becoming sin for you and dying in your place. He gave you the victory over death, with his 
own resurrection the guarantee that you too will rise. This is your LORD and all that saving 
name offers.  

“KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS!” This is the echoing sound of all God’s people 
joining in the heavenly victory song that praises our Savior’s name.  

PRAYER 

Dear Lord Jesus, your name is indeed a name above all other names because you are 
indeed Lord of lords and King of kings. Live and reign in our hearts and minds during this 
season in which we prepare to celebrate your birth and look forward to your coming again. 
Amen.  

Rev. Doug Lange serves Martin Luther College as a professor of physical education.  

 

NEXT WORSHIP OPPORTUNITY 

Midweek Advent Service I 

“I Will Give You Joy” 

Wednesday, December 12 

3:45 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. 

Pastor Larry Gates, Preacher 



Advent Devotions + December 11, 2018 

THE NAMES OF JESUS 

LAMB OF GOD 
PASSAGE 
The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29)  

Get rid of the old yeast that you may be a new batch without yeast—as you really are. For 
Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. (1 Corinthians 5:7)  

DEVOTION 
What comes to mind when you hear of someone who makes a sacrifice? Perhaps 
a parent sacrifices an hour of time at the office to play catch, shoot hoops, read a book, or 
play a game with their child. How many of us have sacrificed some sweat energy to help a 
friend or co-worker move into a new house or apartment? Have you ever sacrificed some 
money to pay for the coffee of the person behind you in the drive-thru? Commendable, 
right?  

Sacrifice. I looked this word up on Merriam-Webster.com, and I found references to  

a)  an act of offering to a deity something precious, especially the killing of a victim on an 
altar; and  

b)  the destruction or surrender of something for the sake of something else; and finally  

c)  something given up or lost.  



Certainly, this last definition fits the examples mentioned above quite well. Who of us at 
some point in time has not been willing to give up some of our time, energy, or money to 
help a family member, a friend, or even a stranger?  

When it comes to Jesus being the Lamb of God, no definition could be more accurate than 
the first two on the list. What’s more, no fact could be truer in that we need that Lamb and 
his sacrifice! In an act of perfect love, our heavenly Father offered up the life of his one and 
only Son—perfect and innocent though he was—as the one-time payment for all sin. For 
our sins, yours and mine. He brought destruction to the earthly body of Jesus for our sake. 
What’s more, Jesus the Lamb of God freely and willingly surrendered his life in the name 
of this sacrifice, and it dealt a crushing blow to Satan’s plans to drag us down into his pit 
of destruction.  

As each new church year begins with the season of Advent (defined as the “coming” or 
“arrival” of something notable), we remember the sacrifice of the Lamb of God, who came 
to take our sins away, and who will come again to take us into glory. Just as in the Old 
Testament, believers painted a Passover lamb’s blood on their doorframes, so our New 
Testament Passover Lamb’s blood covers our hearts, reminding us of the perfection he 
won on the cross on our behalf.  

Now we worship this lamb in thanksgiving for his unmatched and undeserved love and 
gifts to us! For this Lamb is worthy of our “praise and honor and glory and power, for ever 
and ever!” (Revelation 5:13)   

PRAYER 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. Have mercy on us. Grant us your peace. 
Amen.  

Dr. Jeff Wiechman serves Martin Luther College as vice president for academics.  

NEXT WORSHIP OPPORTUNITY 

Midweek Advent Service I 

“I Will Give You Joy” 

Wednesday, December 12 

3:45 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. 

Pastor Larry Gates, Preacher 



Advent Devotions + December 12, 2018 

THE NAMES OF JESUS 

LION OF JUDAH 
PASSAGE 
Then one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root 
of David, has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven seals.” (Revelation 5:5)  

DEVOTION 
Things did not look good as the end of the first century approached. The church was under 
attack: believers were being persecuted, and false teachers were pulling them away from 
the truth. In that kind of a situation, then and now, Christians may wonder what the future 
might hold. Is God still seated on the throne of the universe? If he is, why is everything 
spinning out of control? Why does it seem as chaotic as feeding time at the zoo? Are we the 
menu?  

The apostle John himself had experienced suffering; he had been exiled to the island of 
Patmos “because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus” (Revelation 1:9). However, 
God allowed John to see behind the curtain of current events with powerful visions that 
changed his perspective, and he was given messages of encouragement to pass along to 
the suffering church.  

In Revelation 5, John sees that God has a scroll in his hand, written on both sides, which 
must have included some of those messages. But the scroll is sealed, and no one is found 
worthy to open the scroll and reveal the future. That moves John to tears—he “wept and 



wept” (v. 4)—until he hears this: “Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root 
of David, has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven seals.”  

There is one who is worthy: “the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David.” Those were 
familiar titles for the Messiah, the promised Savior, from the Old Testament (Genesis 
49:8-11; Isaiah 11:1,10; Jeremiah 23:5). In Jewish literature from this same time, the figure of 
a lion was used to designate the conquering Messiah who would destroy Rome. They had 
it half-right. Jesus Christ was the conquering Messiah, but he had far more powerful 
enemies to destroy than imperial Rome. As Luther put it in his explanation to the Second 
Article of the Apostles’ Creed, “He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, 
purchased and won me from all sins, from death and from the power of the devil, not with 
gold or silver, but with his holy, precious blood and with his innocent suffering and 
death.”  

From our vantage point in salvation history, we look back and see that Jesus was— and is!
—the mighty Messiah, prophesied centuries earlier, who has won the victory. He has 
conquered his foes, he is completely triumphant, and his victory is once and for all.  

The first century and the twenty-first century have much in common. If things in your life 
feel as if they are spinning out of control and you are wondering what the future holds, 
remember this: The Lion has roared.   

PRAYER 

“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, 
for ever and ever! Amen.”  

Dr. Lawrence Olson serves Martin Luther College as director of the staff ministry program and the 
congregational assistant program.  

 

NEXT WORSHIP OPPORTUNITY 

Midweek Advent Service I 

“I Will Give You Joy” 

Wednesday, December 12 

3:45 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. 

Pastor Larry Gates, Preacher 



Advent Devotions + December 14, 2018 

THE NAMES OF JESUS 

LIGHT FOR THE GENTILES 
PASSAGE 
“I, the LORD, have called you in righteousness; I will take hold of your hand. I will keep you 
and will make you to be a covenant for the people and a light for the Gentiles, to open eyes 
that are blind, to free captives from prison and to release from the dungeon those who sit in 
darkness.” (Isaiah 42:6-7)  

DEVOTION 
It’s that time of year again, at least for many of us. Daylight Savings Time is over, and 
we’ve turned our clocks back. That means that the light starts to fade an hour earlier than 
in the summer. Add to that the changing seasons, and the result is that by 5:00 it’s dark 
outside. Many of us leave home in the dark and return in the dark. We begin to crave 
daylight.  

That craving is not just psychological. We need light. We need light for more than vision, 
though vision is a treasured blessing. We are “wired” to be in the light. Our biological 
rhythms are governed by light. Brain chemistry responds to light and the absence of it. 
Moods and health react to light or the lack of it. Recall the ten plagues that the Lord sent 
onto Egypt. Three days of total darkness was one of those plagues. Total perpetual 
darkness is not natural for us; it is terrifying.  

Our text names Jesus as a “light for the Gentiles.” Light serves to illuminate. Light may 
show us the path to take, figuratively or literally. Light shining in a dark place draws our 
attention and draws us in. When my feeble brain finally grasps a difficult concept, I 



remark that the “light finally came on.” Surely Jesus is all this for us. He shows us the 
path. He enlightens my sin-darkened mind and soul. He is the gleaming focal point in a 
dark world.  

But Jesus is much more than that. Jesus doesn’t just illuminate the way; he is the way. 
Jesus doesn’t just enlighten life; he is my life. Just as we crave light for physical and 
emotional health, my soul craves Jesus for my spiritual health, and deeper still, my 
spiritual life.  

My sinful nature hates the light. Light lays bare my sin. It leaves no shadow in which to 
hide. My sinful nature prefers the dark. Many in our world are living in the dark. Isn’t it 
ironic that those who choose to live in the dark call themselves enlightened? They are 
grateful to be free of ancient myths and pathetic restrictions that shackle their minds, limit 
their self-expression, and weigh them down with useless, outdated morals.  

How desperately we need the Light that is Christ! Through his gospel, Christ beams his 
dazzling light of love and grace into the inky blackness of my sin-filled heart. The light of 
Christ’s love transforms my sinful heart and lays bare the lies of the dark. He makes me his 
own and promises that the eternal light of his presence is awaiting me in heaven.  

Even the most glorious sunrise on Earth can’t compare with the light that my Savior has 
placed in me.  

PRAYER 

Dear Lord, shine your love, grace, mercy, and peace into my heart and soul. Drive the 
darkness away. Finally, bring me into the everlasting Light that awaits me in heaven. We 
pray in Jesus’ name, who is the true Light of the world. Amen.  

Dan Fenske serves Martin Luther College as a professor of science.  

 

NEXT WORSHIP OPPORTUNITY 

Weekend Services 

“The Gift of Joy” 

Trinity Children’s Service 

Saturday at 3:30 + 5:30 p.m. 

A Festival of Advent Lessons and Carols 

Sunday and Monday Services 



Advent Devotions + December 14, 2018 

THE NAMES OF JESUS 

LORD 
PASSAGE 
“Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the 
Lord.” (Luke 2:11)  

DEVOTION 
Just what was on the minds and hearts of the shepherds as they heard the angel tell them 
this amazing news? With each description and name given to them, a bolt of adrenaline 
may have pierced through their bodies. Three separate shocks of excitement, one more 
powerful than the next. This baby born in Bethlehem is a Savior. They can feel their hearts 
racing. This baby born to you is the Messiah. They can’t take this excitement. This is the 
one who was going to deliver them! But perhaps no other name could give them any more 
shock, wonder, and excitement than what was going to come out of the angel’s mouth 
next: This baby is the LORD.  

It almost seems as if the angel says this name in passing. “He is the Messiah—oh wait, 
that’s right—he is also the LORD.” But that seemingly little add-on is not so little when you 
think of the implications the name brought into the minds of the shepherds. This isn’t just 
a lord. This is the LORD, Yahweh, Jehovah—a name that every Jewish person held in the 
highest regard, because when this name was written in Scripture, you knew it was God 
speaking and acting for the good of his people. It was the LORD who promised Abraham 
that he would become a great nation and all other nations on earth would be blessed 
through him. It was the LORD who divided the waters of the Red Sea and led his people 
out of Egypt. It was the LORD whom David cited as the shepherd who leads him beside 



quiet waters. It was the LORD who brought on the rise and fall of nations and amidst it all 
preserved his plan of salvation.  

When hearing the name LORD, there was one thing that was going through the hearts and 
minds of the shepherds: peace. Peace, because the baby they were going to see was their 
God. He was their LORD and God not just in that moment, but long before they were even 
born, before the creation of the world.  

As you hear the words of the angel, the same thing can be running through your mind: 
peace. You have peace in this world because the LORD, true God from all eternity, chose to 
take on human flesh to deliver you from all the things in your life that try to rob you of that 
peace. You have peace because this baby is the LORD, who since the beginning of time has 
shown his free and faithful love to his people. You have peace because this child gives you 
the reason to praise him as the LORD that he is.  

PRAYER 
Dear LORD God, you are our LORD. As you’ve been the LORD to your people since the 
beginning of creation, continue to be our God of free and faithful love this Christmas 
season and throughout our lives. Amen.  

Rev. Paul Koester serves Martin Luther College as an instructor and dormitory supervisor.  

 

NEXT WORSHIP OPPORTUNITY 

Weekend Services 

“The Gift of Joy” 

Trinity Children’s Service 

Saturday at 3:30 + 5:30 p.m. 

A Festival of Advent Lessons and Carols 

Sunday and Monday Services


