
Advent Devotions + December 15, 2018 

THE NAMES OF JESUS 

MESSENGER OF THE 
COVENANT 

READING 
“I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you 
are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will 
come,” says the LORD Almighty. But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand 
when he appears? For he will be like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap. (Malachi 3:1-2)  

DEVOTION 
As you read your Bible, what is your reaction to God’s miracles in the past? Do you say to 
yourself wistfully, “Those were the days”? And does wistfulness ever turn into 
complaining? “Life would be a lot easier, God, if you would miraculously solve my 
problems. You came through with some amazing help in the distant past—why not now?”  

The people of Judah in Malachi’s day were in that kind of a slump. They recalled longingly 
what God had done a thousand years earlier. He had delivered the Israelites from Egypt 
with astonishing miracles. Because he wanted to make a covenant with them, he had even 
revealed himself as a special Angel, which can be translated as Messenger. God had come 
in that form to protect and bless his people.  



Those memories turned into complaints: “Where is the God of justice now? The wicked 
seem to flourish; serving God gets us nowhere. A heathen empire rules over us. Where is 
that Angel, that Messenger of the covenant, who helped Israel long ago? We could use 
some miracles like that now.”  

God answered them by sending Malachi with a message. Yes, God would come to his 
temple. He would do so in the person of his Son, Jesus. He is the “Angel,” the “Messenger 
of the covenant,” whom they desired. But he would come on his terms, not theirs.  

They were not ready for God to come because they didn’t see the real problem. They 
blamed their heathen oppressors. They criticized God for not doing enough for them. But 
they didn’t see how far their own hearts and lives were from God’s will for them. In his 
holiness he would come to them like a refiner’s fire separating impurities from molten 
metal, like caustic soap purging away filth. In their current condition they would be 
banished from his presence like so much dirt.  

So before sending Jesus as the Angel, or Messenger, of the covenant, God sent a different 
messenger, John the Baptist, to prepare the way before Jesus. John told all who heard him 
to repent in preparation for the Lord’s coming.  

We too are to repent. When Jesus returns, he will judge the world. Let us not imagine that 
there is nothing in us for him to judge. God wants us to look in the mirror. If we are pleased 
with ourselves and want to continue our familiar sins or try out new ones, we will not 
“endure the day of his coming.” But if we continually repent of our sins and trust Jesus to 
cleanse us and direct our lives, we will be his living temple, and the Lord will come to his 
temple and dwell with us in joy and glory forever.  

PRAYER 
Change us, Lord Jesus, in our hearts and lives. Renew us as your holy temple through faith, 
so that we may endure the day of your coming and live with you forever. Amen.  

Rev. Joel Fredrich serves Martin Luther College as a professor of theology, Latin, and Greek.  

NEXT WORSHIP OPPORTUNITY 

The Third Sunday of Advent 

“The Gift of Peace” 

Trinity Children’s Service 

Saturday at 3:30 p.m. + 5:30 p.m. 

A Festival of Advent Lessons and Carols 

Sunday and Monday Services 



Advent Devotions + December 16, 2018 

THE NAMES OF JESUS 

MESSIAH 
READING 

The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, “We have found the 
Messiah” (that is, the Christ). (John 1:41)  

DEVOTION 

We believe that Jesus is going to return on the Last Day, but do you truly believe that it 
could happen in your lifetime? Or do you think that it will happen, but sometime after you 
have died?  

Old Testament Christians at the time of Jesus believed that God would one day send a 
promised Messiah, but did they truly believe that it could happen during their lifetime? So 
many generations had come and gone without the appearance of the promised Messiah. 
Would their answer to the question, “Will he return during your lifetime?” be answered 
with, “Probably not”?  

And yet our text tells us that Andrew found his brother Simon and said with absolute 
certainty, “We have found the Messiah!” How did Andrew overcome the natural pessimism 
that would creep in over the many years of the inter-testamental period of silence?  

The short answer would be that the same Holy Spirit who worked faith in Andrew’s heart 
to believe in the promise of a Savior also led him to truly believe that Jesus in their midst 
was the promised Messiah.  

And Scripture also shares with us details of how the Holy Spirit worked. 



Andrew was a disciple of John the Baptist. As John preached, Andrew repented of his sins 
and looked to the promised Messiah for forgiveness.  

When Jesus came to be baptized, John recognized Jesus as the Messiah, baptized him, and 
received confirmation from both the Father and the Holy Spirit that this was the very Son 
of God. John shared this event with his disciples, saying, “He who sent me to baptize with 
water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who 
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’”  

One day as John the Baptist and Andrew were talking, Jesus walked by. John said to 
Andrew, “Behold, the Lamb of God!”  

Through all of this, the Holy Spirit worked in the heart of Andrew a certain faith that this 
Jesus was the promised Messiah.  

At this Christmastime, may your faith in Jesus as your promised Messiah be strengthened 
and confirmed by these accounts recorded in Holy Scripture. We, who need to hear John 
the Baptist’s message of repentance, also turn to Jesus for forgiveness, as Andrew did, and 
we have the same confidence: “We have found the Messiah!”   

PRAYER 

Dear Savior, as we, with Andrew of old, are weighed down by our sins, let us with Andrew 
be confident that our sins are all forgiven; that when we look to Jesus, we are certain that 
“We have found the Messiah!” Amen.  

David Bauer serves Martin Luther College as a professor of music.  

 

NEXT WORSHIP OPPORTUNITY 

The Third Sunday of Advent 

“The Gift of Peace” 

A Festival of Advent Lessons and Carols 

December 16-17, 2018 

Sunday 8:15 and 10:45 a.m. Service + Monday 6:30 p.m. 



Advent Devotions + December 17, 2018 

THE NAMES OF JESUS 

MIGHTY GOD 
PASSAGE 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
(Isaiah 9:6)  

DEVOTION 

And his name shall be called Mighty God. You heard that right. Not Lucas, Mason, or 
Oliver, but . . . Mighty God! That’s quite a name for a baby. Imagine seeing a friend’s 
Facebook post with a photograph of her newborn son and the details of his birth: “Born 
December 22, 2018, 7 lbs. 6 oz.” And his name? “Mighty God.” But for the newborn babe in 
Bethlehem it is a name that fits.  

Is there anywhere in Scripture a more explicit statement of the divinity of Christ? Perhaps 
one that is equal is found in Psalm 45, where Christ is described with the same word: “Gird 
your sword on your side, you mighty one; clothe yourself with splendor and majesty . . . 
Your throne, O God, will last forever and ever; a scepter of justice will be the scepter of 
your kingdom.” Jesus himself is the mighty God—come in the flesh, even as a baby, as a 
child. With this we are reminded of what Scripture tells us in John 1:1, “. . . and the Word 
was God.” And then in verse 14 that “the Word became flesh.”  

Jesus’ mighty power was on display not only at his birth, but through his entire time on 
earth. At the beginning of his ministry, it was revealed in his teachings. We are told that 
the crowds that heard Jesus were attentive because “He taught as one who had authority, 



and not as their teachers of the law” (Matthew 7:29). He knew the people’s hearts. When 
Jesus spoke, people listened, and they felt God’s Spirit burn within them.  

He clearly demonstrated his power also through his miracles and healings. Blind people 
received their sight. Disabled people walked, dead people came back to life, and diseased 
people were made well. The miracles of Jesus validated the name “Mighty God.”  

Jesus showed that he was Mighty God by the way he endured temptation. The writer to the 
Hebrews writes: “We have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he 
did not sin” (Hebrews 4:15). In times of temptation, we see how strong a person is. Our 
Savior met trials and opposition from Satan and our wicked, fallen world head on and 
never succumbed. The Mighty God could not and did not sin.  

We see Jesus’s power in his death and resurrection. He endured the ridicule, the pain, the 
betrayal of friends, and he bore the enormous weight of our sins on the cross. With the 
words “It is finished,” Jesus even decided the moment he would die. In his resurrection 
and ascension, we see the victory won on our behalf and our home in heaven reserved. 
Jesus proved to all creation that he was what Scripture said he was in his birth 
announcement: Mighty God!   

PRAYER 

Lord Jesus, thank you for coming to this earth to be my Mighty God and to rescue me from 
sin, death, and the power of the devil. I look forward to the day when you will return to 
take me to yourself in heaven. Amen.  

Scott Schmudlach serves Martin Luther College as vice president for administration.   

 

NEXT WORSHIP OPPORTUNITY 

Midweek Advent Service III 

“I Will Give You Hope” 

Wednesday, December 19 

3:45 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. 

Pastor Donn Dobberstein, Preacher 



Advent Devotions + December 18, 2018 

THE NAMES OF JESUS 

PRINCE OF PEACE 
PASSAGE 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
(Isaiah 9:6)  

DEVOTION 
A favorite Christmas hymn says, “Hail, the heavenly Prince of Peace!” Peace. Peace is 
knowing that everything is the way it should be between you and God. Everything is just 
right in life because you know that God is not at war with you anymore. Christmas is all 
about peace.  

“Orsvr.” Do you know what that word is? It’s an attempt at spelling out “peace.” It’s what 
letters come onto the screen when typing the word “peace” with your fingers just one letter 
off of home row on the computer. My fingers made all the right motions; they just weren’t 
grounded in the right spot. So close, yet so far away from “peace.”  

Two thousand years ago, a child was born who seemed to change everything. That child’s 
name was Caesar Augustus. Augustus ended wars and built roads, and by the time he 
died, Rome had peace and everyone worshiped him as god. It looked like peace, but it 
didn’t solve the real problem of life: sin. So close, yet so far away from “peace.”  

Have you ever noticed the world’s opinions on where to find peace at Christmas? 
Sometimes we even buy in. We hear, “Christmas is all about family and being together” or 



“Christmas is about doing good to others.” Those are wonderful things and gifts from God 
to be thankful for, but if we are not grounded in the right spot, “peace” is always going to 
sound more like “Orsvr.” So close, yet so far away from true “peace.”  

Christmas is all about peace. But it’s not something you need to do, or something you need 
to hope will still happen. Christmas is all about recognizing the peace that you already 
have. It’s listening to what the angel told the frightened shepherds that first night—a 
message meant just for them and now just for you: “Today, in the town of David a Savior 
has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord!” Shepherds, this is how much your God 
loves you! The one who lifted the stars into the sky made himself so weak that he could not 
even lift his own head. And why? So that the palm that held the universe could take the 
nail of a soldier one day.  

Suddenly the skies lit up like the Son as the angels could not hold back from screaming 
out what it all means: “Glory to God in the highest and on earth . . . peace.” Dear friends, 
Jesus is your home row. Only by starting with him can you spell “peace” in your life. That’s 
what Christmas is all about. That’s what makes Christmas merry. Hark! The herald angels 
sing: your peace is here!  

PRAYER 

Dear Jesus, you are the Prince of Peace. This Advent, keep me grounded in what brings me 
true peace: the fact that you came to earth to bring peace between God and me. Fill my 
heart with that peace so that others may see the true meaning of Christmas through me. 
Amen.  

Rev. David Scharf serves Martin Luther College as a professor of theology.  

NEXT WORSHIP OPPORTUNITY 

Midweek Advent Service III 

“I Will Give You Hope” 

Wednesday, December 19 

3:45 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. 

Pastor Donn Dobberstein, Preacher 



Advent Devotions + December 19, 2018 

THE NAMES OF JESUS 

PROPHET 
PASSAGE 
After the people saw the miraculous sign that Jesus did, they began to say, “Surely this is the 
Prophet who is to come into the world.” (John 6:14) 

 
The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own brothers. 
You must listen to him. (Deuteronomy 18:15)  

DEVOTION 
Moses was “the Man.” He faced down Pharaoh and guided a miraculous exodus from 
Egyptian slavery. He led that mass migration on a long journey through the desert. He 
communicated directly with God. And God used Moses to bring his words, commands, and 
promises directly to his people—for the first time written down for generations to read and 
hear.  

“Tell them,” God instructed Moses. Tell them: “You shall have no other gods.” 
Tell them: “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.” Tell them: “You shall not 
commit adultery.” Tell them: “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.” 
Those, of course, are just four of the Ten Commandments that revealed God’s enduring 
moral will. Moses also wrote down the civil and ceremonial laws: property regulations, 
personal injury policies, worship guidelines. The laws revealed God’s holiness. They kept 
his chosen people separate from the pagan peoples around them. God told Moses: 
“Although the whole earth is mine, you will be a kingdom of priests and a holy 



nation” (Exodus 18). God warned that disobeying the covenant given through Moses would 
have serious consequences.  

Moses understood that the divine instruction he communicated could not provide a 
permanent solution for the problems that sin brought into this world. The focus needed to 
be on the promises given to Adam and to Abraham—of a Savior who would live in 
righteousness. In other words, Moses was not the last word. Moses himself said that God 
would raise up another prophet. He then added, “You must listen to him.”  

For centuries after Moses’ death, the Jewish people longed for his legendary leadership. 
They awaited the coming of the “prophet like Moses.” Could Jesus of Nazareth be the 
Prophet, they wondered. After he miraculously fed more than 5,000 people with a few fish 
and loaves of bread, many people thought so. However, in time, many became dissatisfied. 
Jesus simply was not another Moses.  

They missed the point. The prophet to come, Moses explained, would speak a better word 
than he did. About this verse, Martin Luther wrote: “When [Moses] says, ‘Listen to him 
who will be raised up like me,’ he teaches plainly that his own word is different from the 
Word of the Prophet. . . . if there were not another word, there would be no need to 
promise that it will be brought by this Prophet” (LW 9:176).  

Jesus, the Prophet, proclaimed the better word of the gospel. His life’s work was “to do the 
will of him who sent me and to finish his work” (John 5). Jesus kept the law of Moses in all 
that he thought and said and did. Jesus finished his work when God’s justice and God’s 
grace met in the beams of the cross.   

PRAYER 

My soul, no more attempt to draw your life and comfort from the law. 
Flee to the hope the gospel gives; the one who trusts the promise lives. Amen. (CW 286:4)  

Rev. Paul Koelpin serves Martin Luther College as a professor of history and theology.  

 

NEXT WORSHIP OPPORTUNITY 

Midweek Advent Service III 

“I Will Give You Hope” 

Wednesday, December 19 

3:45 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. 

Pastor Donn Dobberstein, Preacher 
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THE NAMES OF JESUS 

REDEEMER 
PASSAGE 
I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth.  

(Job 19:25)  

DEVOTION 
A common use of the word redeem involves coupons or gift certificates. It may be a code, 
card, or piece of paper that entitles the person that presents it a specific item. If the 
merchandise has great value, it’s more likely that there can only be one exchange. The 
prize or gift is free to the recipient, but unless exchanged at the correct place and time, it 
has no monetary value. Often there’s an expiration date and sometimes a statement of the 
actual cash value.  

The word redeemer occurs in the Bible to describe an exchange in the familiar story of 
Ruth, a widow from Moab. Boaz served as Ruth’s kinsman-redeemer. As the closest relative 
of her deceased husband, he married Ruth to keep the family line intact. In a practical 
sense, he used his earthly gifts to save Ruth and Naomi from poverty.  

We find the account of Job containing the term redeemer as well. Job was a believer 
blessed with great wealth, a large family, and dedicated friends. We see Job much like Ruth 
was, without any earthly goods and with only one surviving family member. Unlike Ruth, 
the friends of Job were still with him, and in the previous chapters they had tried to share 
in his sorrow and pain. They sat with him in the dust and ashes for days, not saying 
anything. When they did speak, they tried to make sense of Job’s misery. In turn, his three 



friends each concluded that Job had committed some particular sin or sins that brought 
God’s punishment on him.  

From the beginning of his struggles, Job displayed humble faith in God’s promises. In 1:21 
he declared, “The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away, may the name of the Lord be 
praised.” After his friend’s accusation of wrongdoing, Job again displayed his faith in the 
Saving God: “I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the 
earth!” This bold statement of belief demonstrates confidence in God’s power and 
promises.  

We share that same faith. Living after Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, though, we can 
call our Savior by name. While Job said Redeemer, we call on him as Jesus, the Christ, 
descendent of Ruth and Boaz. Jesus lives and rules eternally in heaven and earth. Jesus 
gave his life—once, freely, for all. He brought us into his family—and redeemed us from 
eternal suffering to eternal glory!   

PRAYER 

He lives, all glory to his name! He lives, my Jesus, still the same. 
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: I know that my Redeemer lives! (CW 152:8)  

Greg Diersen serves Martin Luther College as a professor of math and science.  

 

NEXT WORSHIP OPPORTUNITY 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

“The Gift of Love” 

December 22-23, 2018 

Saturday at 5:30 p.m. + Sunday at 8:15 and 10:45 a.m. 

Pastor Phil Gurgel, Preacher 
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THE NAMES OF JESUS 

SAVIOR 
PASSAGE 
And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of  

the world. (1 John 4:14)  

DEVOTION 
What is the best Christmas gift you ever received? Some people might find that question 
difficult to answer since they have received so many gifts over the years. God’s children, 
however, know just how to respond. We know one gift will always remain the best, 
regardless of how many Christmases we celebrate. We know it to be the best because of 
who sent it and what it provides.  

Our lesson tells us “the Father has sent” the best Christmas gift to us. We all have received 
impractical Christmas gifts that sit in closets or wind up at rummage sales. Not so with our 
heavenly Father’s gift because “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down 
from the Father of the heavenly lights” (James 1:17).  

“What’s that?” you might say. “How can you say God has given his best when there are so 
many conflicts in the world, at work, or in the home? How can you say God has given his 
best when I struggle so much with temptation each day and carry a great deal of guilt 
because of succumbing to it? How can you say God has given me his very best when I have 
lost so much—a loved one in death, my health, my friend, my job, my savings?”  

We can say God has given us the perfect gift because he addressed the root problem of all 
these other troubles. Instead of just treating all these symptoms, he decided to save us 



from the disease. Sin has infected us all since the day we were born. Through one man, 
Adam, sin entered the world—as well as death and all the other sorrows of life. God in his 
love chose to rescue us from our sin and its consequences.  

John says in our lesson, “The Father sent his Son to be the Savior of the world.” God sent 
his Son to be born of a virgin—to take on our flesh and blood, our issues, our struggles, our 
sorrows, our temptations. He took them all on for us, and not once did he give in to 
temptation.  

Then Jesus gave us his very best. He took all our sins to the cross of Calvary. On that cross, 
he removed our sins from us forever. On that cross, he endured the punishment we 
deserved. From his tomb, he rose to secure complete deliverance from sin, death, and the 
devil for all.  

When we open our Christmas gifts this year, it will not matter which of them we will 
remember. What greater gift could we possibly receive than the one sent by the heavenly 
Father—our Savior from sin, Christ the Lord! “Thanks be to God for this indescribable gift!” 
(2 Corinthians 9:15)   

PRAYER 
O Lord, we thank you for sending your Son to save us from sin and death. Through your 
Word, give us the strength to cherish and share this indescribable gift with the world. 
Amen.  

Rev. Brian Hennig serves Martin Luther College as a professor of history and theology.  

 

NEXT WORSHIP OPPORTUNITY 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

“The Gift of Love” 

December 22-23, 2018 

Saturday at 5:30 p.m. + Sunday at 8:15 and 10:45 a.m. 

Pastor Phil Gurgel, Preacher


