
Advent Devotions + December 22, 2018 

THE NAMES OF JESUS 

SHEPHERD 
READING 
For you were like sheep going astray, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and 
Overseer of your souls. (1 Peter 2:25)  

DEVOTION 
To whom do you belong? Does that question bother you? Do you wish to maintain your 
autonomy, to answer to no one except self? Well, such a life is not as enjoyable as it might 
sound. And it doesn’t end well.  

The Bible compares people to sheep. Sheep do not do well on their own. They do not thrive 
without someone to guide and protect them. Sheep lack a sense of direction. Their 
predators are faster than they are. Without a guide and protector, sheep are defenseless, 
destined to a short life.  

Chances are that if you are reading this, you already know this. Even if your experience 
with sheep begins and ends with a petting zoo, you know how desperately sheep need a 
shepherd. The Holy Spirit loves to use this image to describe our need for Jesus, the 
“Shepherd and Overseer of our souls.”  

A congregation member came to me with a troubling question. He did not enjoy worship 
anymore. He did not get excited about church. He felt like he was hearing the same old 
stuff he had been hearing for years.  



What would you say to him? Jesus said, “My sheep listen to my voice.” In ancient pastures, 
the shepherd’s voice got the sheep’s attention. His voice warned them against danger, 
directed them along difficult paths, and reassured them in times of trouble.  

There is a part of us, the sinful part of us, that does not want to listen to Jesus. We might be 
faithful in worship. However, we are also able to turn a deaf ear when we want to. We 
might be distracted by the world, discontented with God’s ways, or desperate to defend a 
sinful habit.  

A couple of teenage girls saw the movie The Passion of the Christ. Before it began, they 
were giggling—like teenage girls. As the images of Jesus’ suffering flashed across the 
screen, giggles turned to silence and then tears. “Jesus, I’m sorry,” one of 
them said.  

We are too. For ignoring Jesus’ voice, we should suffer in silence for eternity. But our Good 
Shepherd loved us too much. “I lay down my life for the sheep—only to take it up again.” 
What comforting words. Payment made. Our Savior, our Shepherd, promises, “I give you 
eternal life and you shall never perish. No one can snatch you out of my hand.”  

Will you be without loved ones this holiday season? Will you be struggling with illness or 
discouragement? Will you feel the pressure to make the holiday season great? You are not 
alone. You are not on your own. Read John 10, a great chapter about a good shepherd. 
Listen to his voice comfort and strengthen you.  

PRAYER 
Jesus, Shepherd of the sheep, Who your Father’s flock does keep,     
Safe we wake and safe we sleep, Guarded still by you. 

In your promise firm we stand; None can take us from your hand.     
Speak—we hear—at your command, We will follow you. Amen.  

Rev. John Boeder serves Martin Luther College as Campus Pastor. 

 

NEXT WORSHIP OPPORTUNITY 

Regular Weekend Schedule for Saturday/Sunday 

The Fourth Week of Advent 

“The Gift of Love” 

Pastor Phil Gurgel preaches his first sermon at Trinity. 



Advent Devotions + December 23, 2018 

THE NAMES OF JESUS 

SON OF GOD 
READING 

The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.” (Luke 1:35)  

DEVOTION 

The movie Son of God appeared in theaters in 2014. Curious to see what the writers would 
do with the biblical storyline, my wife and I ventured out to our local theater on a cold, 
wintry night. As expected, the screenwriters injected much non-biblical material into the 
movie. That is bound to happen when the final product is a movie that runs for more than 
two hours. There were chronological errors and failures to include noteworthy sayings of 
Jesus, but the most surprising and ironic omission was the confession of the Roman 
centurion and his soldiers: “Surely he was the Son of God!” (Matthew 27:54) That accurate 
statement about Jesus at his death—reflected in the title of the movie—was conspicuously 
missing. That truthful statement about Jesus was not absent when his earthly life was 
about to begin.  

When the angel Gabriel appeared to Mary and informed her that she was going to give 
birth to a child, he explained the manner in which she would conceive: “The Holy Spirit 
will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.” No man would 
be involved in Jesus’ conception. He would be “conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary,” as Christians confess in the Apostles’ Creed. That meant that the sinless Son 
of God could become a human being without a sinful nature that is passed on from 



parents to children. That meant that “the holy one to be born will be called the Son of 
God.”  

Jesus’ incarnation is what makes our Advent preparations and Christmas celebrations 
significant. We focus our attention on the remarkable truth that the Son of God became 
one of us to save us from our sins. The Son of God became a little child so he could go 
through life as our perfect substitute and die as our innocent substitute. The child in the 
manger whom we see with the eyes of faith is “true God, begotten of the Father from 
eternity, and also true man, born of the virgin Mary,” as Martin Luther penned in his 
explanation of the Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed.  

If the child who is the subject of Christmas celebrations throughout the world was only a 
human being who lived some 2,000 years ago, then there is no reason for our Advent 
preparations and Christmas celebrations. But since December 25 is all about the entrance 
of the Son of God into his world as a child, let the Advent preparations continue! Let our 
Christmas celebration be this: “Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, Son of God and Son 
of Man! Glory and honor, Praise, adoration Now and forevermore be thine!” (CW 369:4)   

PRAYER 

Lord Jesus, Son of God and Son of Man, receive my praise now and always for becoming 
man and rescuing me from my sins. Keep me focused on you in these busy days of Advent 
and every season of life. Amen.   

Rev. James Pope serves Martin Luther College as a professor of history, theology, and staff ministry.   

 

NEXT WORSHIP OPPORTUNITY 

Christmas Eve 

“Light in the Darkness” 

• Family Service at 3:00 p.m. 

• Festival Service at 5:00 p.m. 

• Candlelight Service at 10:00 p.m. 

Each service features a different preacher and a unique 
order of service. 
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THE NAMES OF JESUS 

WONDERFUL COUNSELOR 
PASSAGE 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
(Isaiah 9:6)  

DEVOTION 

In our society, counselors are trained chiefly to be listeners. They listen and distill their 
clients’ thinking and feelings. They listen and reflect back the understanding clients 
reveal. They listen and clarify to help clients discover for themselves what is helpful for 
their lives.  

Counselors are trained not to insert themselves into the process, not to be intrusive or 
directive, not to give advice—but to enable clients to find their own sensible solutions for 
life. Often the counselor’s goal is to help clients figure out what 
they must do on their own, how they must change in order to improve their life and 
circumstances.  

Let’s take care not to impose this contemporary understanding of counseling upon Isaiah 
as he calls the Messiah a Wonderful Counselor. He wasn’t describing the Messiah as some 
sort of super-counselor come to help us cut through the disabling fog of our own psycho-
emotional distress. He wasn’t describing the Messiah’s goal as helping us unload all the 
debilitating baggage inherited from our family-of-origin. He wasn’t coming to help us help 
ourselves.  



Literally, Isaiah names Jesus a “Wonder who counsels.” In the language of Isaiah, Jesus is 
our Wonderful Counselor because the counsel he speaks to us is a wonder, a miracle, the 
miraculous counsel that only a gracious God could give.  

• Counselor Jesus wasn’t coming to empathize with us, but to identify with us in the 
most intimate and amazing way by taking on our very nature, becoming fully human, 
our true Brother. What a wonder!  

• Counselor Jesus wasn’t coming to help us discover how we could help ourselves; 
rather, he was going to act on our behalf and so help us in our sinful helplessness. 
What a wonder!  

• Counselor Jesus wasn’t simply going to enable us to understand our sin, but to take our 
sin onto himself and pay for it with his own life. What a wonder!  

• Counselor Jesus wasn’t going to help us change ourselves; he was going to change our 
status before the holy God. Jesus’ bloody cross and empty tomb prove that we are holy, 
perfect, and righteous in God’s eyes. What a wonder!  

• Counselor Jesus wasn’t coming to teach us coping skills; Jesus promises to live in us 
and so enliven us to live beautiful lives of love. What a wonder!  

 
In his person and his saving work, Jesus is God’s Word of counsel to sinful, dying ears. In 
his own words, written in Scripture, Jesus counsels sinners to put their hope in him who 
died for them and rose again. In the ministry of his church of believers, Jesus continues to 
counsel all who will hear with the powerful gospel: “For God so loved the world that he 
gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him will not perish, but have eternal 
life.” What a wonder! What a Wonderful Counselor!  

PRAYER 

Though my ears are slow to listen and my heart is slow to hear, please keep speaking to 
me, counseling me to repent and believe the good news, and so live a joyful life with you. 
Amen.  

Rev. Jeff Schone serves Martin Luther College as vice president for student life.  

NEXT WORSHIP OPPORTUNITY 

A Christmas Carol Communion Service 

“I Will Give You Joy” 

December 25, 2018 

9:00 a.m. 

Pastor Aaron Christie, Preacher 
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THE NAMES OF JESUS 

WORD 
PASSAGE 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was 
with God in the beginning . . . The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We 
have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace 
and truth. (John 1:1,14)  

DEVOTION 
For months now, Psalm 12:6 has been my desktop background. At the end of the day, I 
close the apps I used, the documents I opened, and the internet tabs that wasted my time. 
The words I used that day disappear into a file on my hard drive, and Psalm 12:6 is the last 
thing left on my screen: “The words of the Lord are flawless, like silver purified in a 
crucible, like gold refined seven times.”  

Psalm 12:6 is a profound statement to read after spending an entire day communicating 
with words. If it is a typical day, I spent time in a meeting and said blunt words that were 
far from flawless. If it is a typical day, I also spent time in a classroom and taught with 
stuttering words that were far from flawless. If it is a typical day, I talked on the phone with 
hurtful words that were far from flawless. In your typical day, are your words purified like 
silver? Are they refined like gold? Maybe, in your typical day, your words are like the 
typical person’s. Blunt. Stuttering. Hurtful.  

At the end of the day, it is nice to close down the conversations you messed up, the 
arguments you opened, and your broken communications that wasted everyone’s time.  



It is good to close the book on your flawed word and read about God’s flawless Word. It is 
good to read about the Word, Jesus Christ, and his glorious, flawless life. In your reading 
you have seen his glory—almost as if his life has been purified in a crucible and refined 
seven times. You have read about the flawless Word who is full of grace and is the image of 
the invisible, gracious God (Colossians 1:15). You have read and seen the glory of the 
flawless Word who is full of truth and acts as the Church’s head (Ephesians 4:15,16). You 
have seen the glory of God’s only Son who came from the Father, full of grace 
and truth.  

Psalm 12 shows that the Lord’s written words are flawless. John 1 shows that the Lord’s 
living Word is flawless as well. God has piled perfection on top of perfection. He has shown 
you his perfect Word and his perfect Son. God has given you that perfection through the 
flawless Word hanging on a cross.  

Soon enough, you will spend another day communicating with words. You will write an 
email or sit in a meeting or talk on a phone. In those communications, use the glory of the 
living Word who became flesh. Use the flawlessness of the Lord’s written Word. The Word 
was with God in the beginning, and he will be with you now.    

PRAYER 

Dear Lord, make my words flawless, just like silver purified in a crucible and gold refined 
seven times. Make my life full of grace and truth, just like that of the Word who became 
flesh and made his dwelling among people. Amen.  

Rev. Paul Spaude serves Martin Luther College as an instructor and dormitory supervisor.  

NEXT WORSHIP OPPORTUNITY 

The First Sunday after Christmas 

“Our Substitute in Life and Death” 

Regular Saturday/Sunday Schedule 

December 29-30, 2018 

Pastor Larry Gates, Preacher 


