
   

Week of September 22, 2019, #1 of 5 Classes 

Welcome to the very first week of our Fall session of Growth Groups.  We pray that these fun studies will 

better connect you to Christ and to each other, especially to our newest members. 

We kick-off our new session with a popular Bible subject:  mankind’s love of possessions and our struggle 

to use them in God-pleasing ways.  Do you know that the Bible talks more about possessions than any 

other subject?  Do you know why?  It’s because either we will control our possessions or our possessions 

will control us.  Sometimes we forget that every thing we own is given to us by our good and gracious 

God.  Don’t forget to thank God today for every single thing you own and ask Him to help you use them 

effectively.  A right relationship with our Savior Jesus is our only hope for having a proper relationship 

with worldly wealth.   

In the account of the shrewd manager, Jesus seems to commend a man who committed fraud.  But, of 

course, Jesus isn’t endorsing cheating.  Instead, He’s reminding His followers to be wise in their use of 

worldly wealth to make friends for eternity, all for the sake of Gospel.   

Opening Prayer:  Father in heaven – we thank You for bringing us to this Fall session of Growth Group.  

Guide those who share God’s Word with us.  Send us an extra measure of Your Holy Spirit to deepen our 
Christian faith and help us live for You every day.  Help us see every thing we own as a gift of Your grace.  And 
help us be wise in how we use our possessions this week and every week of our lives.  May everything we 
think, say, and do be done for Your glory and our eternal good.  In the name of Jesus we pray.  Amen.  
 

Connect to EACH OTHER 

Growth Groups are formed to help us get to know God’s Word and each 

other.  Do wear name tags to help others, especially new participants.  At 

this first session, have each person introduce themselves in less than 60 

seconds with:  first/last name, immediate family, how long he/she has 

been a Trinity member and why they became a member, and a treasured 

2019 summer memory (we got to do _____ or we got to see/go to _______, etc.). 

 

1. Name a past job where the boss really helped you learn and what the boss taught you, even if it 

was tough to learn.  How have you put that life lesson into practice?  

 

2. Earlier this month, one of our Trinity members’ apartments was struck by lightning and burned to 

the ground (praise God he is safe even though he lost almost everything).  As he was leaving, he 

only was able to take one possession.  If you had to leave your home, what ONE possession would 

you carry to safety and what makes you choose that possession?   
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Connect to the WORD 

Read the Sermon text:  Luke 16: 1-13 

3. The Savior Jesus helps us have a proper attitude toward our possessions.  In the account of  

the Shrewd Manager, what did the “manager” do when he learned he was about to 

lose his job?  Why did he do it?  How did the master react?  What is the problem 

with serving “two masters”? What is Jesus’ point in v10-12?  What surprises you in 

this account?   

 

4. Jesus came to rescue us from slavery to sin, from the guilt of sin, from the 

fear of death, and from the power of the devil who constantly tempts us.  What is Jesus’ 

point of this account?  Instead of manipulating friends to make money, how would Jesus 

have us gratefully respond every week of our lives? 

 

Connect to LIFE 

5. Throughout the New Testament, Jesus had perfect attitudes and actions with possessions in 

our place and to serve as our Savior.  Name several:  (hint:  devil’s temptations, taxes, how 

much Jesus sacrificed).   

a. Read Matthew 4: 3-4  

b. Read Mark 12: 13-17   

c. Read John 19:30   

 

6. Pastor explained how the generosity of past Christians used their possessions to directly 

helped us in our faith and now serve as models of generous giving for us.  Name at least 

three: 
a) 
b) 
c) 

Connect in PRAYER 
1. Thank God for the 25th anniversary of Kids’ Connection – a video shown to many Lutheran Elementary 

Schools which encourage WELS children and their families to stay connected to Jesus. 

2. Ask God to bless the efforts of our visitation Pastor Schumacher (and our 

Trinity pastors) as they minister every month to our 65+ shut-in members of the 

congregation who are unable to come to church so we bring church/Holy Communion  

to them in their homes, nursing homes, mental health facilities, and hospitals.  Ask 

God to renew their spirits and their faith and to assure them they are not alone but 

have Christ present with them and His people here at Trinity cheering them on. 


