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Wake-up calls are a necessary part of real life.  But, they are not fun and they are not easy to experience.  

A little child walks near a hot stove.  Will it be enough for his mom to simply warn him?  Will she be able 

to convince him of the impending danger with a simple wake-up call?  Or will he experience a personal 

“wake-up call” of his own with burned fingers (or worse)?  A teen driver is out on the road late at night 

and blatantly ignores a 45 mph speed limit by going 75 mph past the state trooper.  Will he be convinced 

to drive slower in the future with a wake-up call of flashing red/white lights and a ticket from said 

trooper?  Will he learn anything from this wake-up call?  Or will he speed on to other dangers risking his 

life and the lives of others?  In our service this weekend, we learned about a Divine Wake-up Call from our 

Savior Jesus.  In the Nazareth synagogue, Jesus revealed Himself to be more than “just” a carpenter’s son.  

He showed Himself to be the Son of God who speaks and acts with “authority”.  But, many of His day 

ignored His personal wake-up call.  They rejected His authority and couldn’t accept His grace and mercy.  

Jesus gave them a wake-up call to follow and believe  … but many of them couldn’t quite get there.  How 

about us?  Jesus graciously gives us wake-up calls of all shapes and sizes.  Are we listening?  Are we 

changing our attitudes and actions knowing He knows our every thought and sees our every deed (even 

in secret).  May this Growth Group session serve to help give us another “Divine Wake-up Call”. 

Opening Prayer:  Father in heaven – we praise You for bringing us back to Growth Group and blessing us 

with Christian friends to care about us.  You graciously give us Your Word as a lamp to our feet and a light to 
our path.  Guide us by Your Spirit this day to carefully listen to Your gracious wake-up calls.  May we recognize 
Your voice speaking in Your Word and see Your Holy Will every day leading us to follow Christ.  Forgive us our 
stubbornness and open our eyes to the joy of your forgiveness, made possible by our Savior Jesus.  Amen. 
 

 Connect to EACH OTHER 

Growth Groups are formed to help us get to know God’s Word and each 

other.  Do wear name tags to help others.  At this session, have each 

person introduce themselves with:  first/last name, where they work (or if 

retired, used to work) and what they do (did) at their last job.     

1. (In less than 60 seconds) Name a wake-up call (small or large) you 

personally experienced and how did God use that to change you?  Don’t forget to regulalry 

thank God for that particular wake-up call.   

2. (Again – in less than 60 seconds) Name a time in your life that you wish you could do 

differently (ex:  in school, at work, or in the family) and what makes you pick that event.  

But, if possible, also share how you can already see how God made that work out for your 

good here on earth (and realize that we will know the answer perfectly in heaven).    
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Connect to the WORD 

Read the Sermon text:  Luke 4: 14-30 

3. Jesus gave His divine wake-up call through a direct reference to the Jewish Festival of 

the Day of Atonement.  Describe the events in detail what happened on the Day of 

Atonement (Leviticus 25:9) as it happened EVERY YEAR?  And how did Jesus now 

apply this great day to Himself for our eternal benefit? (don’t miss talking about the 

“Scapegoat”).  

 

4. Jesus also gave His divine wake-up call through a direct reference to the 

Jewish Festival of the Year of Jubilee.  Describe in detail the events of the Year of Jubilee 

(Leviticus 25:10-15).  What practical issues could happen because of the Year of Jubilee?  

Was that fair?  Why or why not?  How Did Jesus now apply that great year to His saving 

work?   

 

BONUS QUESTIONS:  In the context of Luke 4: 14-30, how does all this relate to the prophetic statements in 

Luke 2:14 (angels), Luke 2:32 (Simeon), and Luke 3:6 (John the Baptist)?  What do you suppose God trying to 

teach younger people?  What is God trying to teach older people?  What can we do to better listen?  What 

can we do to help others better listen? 

 

Connect to LIFE 

5.   Pastor told us how Jesus went on a mission to “bad” people.  Is it hard to identify them?  

Why or why not?  Who are the bad people?  Pastor also reminded us that Jesus would 

encounter the “middle-class-in-spirit” & the “poor-in-spirit”.  Describe 

each class & what is the main difference?  Why does it matter? 

 

6. Finally, Pastor reminded us how we have a God who offers true 

forgiveness to us so we can forgive others.  What does that 

forgiveness look like in your life (ie: is there still someone you need to 

forgive?)?  How can we better show God’s forgiveness in a family, at work, in school, and in 

our church family?  How does Satan make that hard?  How does Jesus make it easy(-ier)? 

 
Connect in PRAYER 

1. Ask God to bring resurrection comfort to an Iowa family whose 19-year-old daughter Aliya Hesseltine 

suddenly died this past week at Wisconsin Lutheran College.  Ask God to remind us 

every day is a gift of His grace and to help us use our time wisely. 

2. Thank God for the office staff at Trinity Lutheran including Sandy, Susan, Liesl, 

and Kim (along with all our faithful volunteers).  Ask God to bring them joy and 

support as they faithfully serve our congregation.   


