
   

Week of October 6, 2019, #3 of 5 Classes 

Welcome to the third week of our Fall session of Trinity Growth Groups.  We pray that you are connecting 

closer to Christ and to each other, including our newest members. 

 

So often at work, home, and even in the church, we do the things we do seeking or even expecting some 

kind of recognition or reward.  As Christians who are always a “work in progress”, we need to be reminded 

the greatest reward we could ever desire has already been attained for us through the life, death, and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ who came into this world not to BE served but to SERVE and to give His life as 

a ransom for many. 

 

Jesus reminds us if we have faith (and we DO through Holy Baptism) as small as a mustard seed, we may 

feel at times like “we can’t serve”, but God says:  “we can.”  May we always look at service to Christ as a 

high privilege and not as a painful expectation or difficult requirement.  And may we forgive as the LORD 

has forgiven us. 

 

Opening Prayer:  God in heaven, give each of us the heart of a servant, eager to follow You humbly, 

patiently, always looking to serve others rather than be served.  Forgive our selfishness, our stubbornness, and 
our unwillingness to forgive by your cross and empty tomb.  Increase our faith.  And empower us by Your Holy 
Spirit to look for opportunities this week to seek to serve every person you intentionally plant in our paths.  In 
the name of our Savior Jesus, we pray this.  Amen.  

Connect to EACH OTHER 

Growth Groups are formed to help us get to know God’s Word and each 

other.  Do wear name tags to help others, especially new participants.  At 

this first session, have each person introduce themselves in less than 60 

seconds with:  first/last name, a favorite song/genre of music, and what is 

the last hard thing you did and explain why you did it. 

 

1. (Besides Christ who sacrificed for us) What is the kindest act you have ever seen done (either to/by 

you or another)?  Describe what makes it so amazing (and don’t forget to thank God for it).   

 

2. As a child, what was a sure-fire way that your sister/brother/a parent could “get your goat”?  How 

did you normally respond?  If you could go back, what would you say or do differently?   
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Connect to the WORD 

Read the Sermon text:  Luke 17: 1-10 

3. What might be an example of what Jesus means in V1?  In this context, what does it mean 

to “watch yourself” and why does Jesus have to remind us to do this first?  Read 

Matthew 7: 1-5 for background.   

 

 

 

4. How does the disciples’ plea (in v5) relate to Jesus’ directives (in v 3-4)?   

 

 

 

Connect to LIFE 

5. Pastor reminded us that we serve others by forgiving others.  What does forgiveness mean?  

(hint:  financial example).   Is there someone you need to forgive?  Why is it hard for us to 

forgive?  Is there a better time than today to forgive?   

 

 

 

6. Pastor reminded us to regularly pray:  “LORD, increase our faith.”  

What did he mean?   

 
 
 

Connect in PRAYER 

1. Ask God to bless our Spanish outreach efforts as a brand new English as a Second Language class 

begins this week on Monday and Wednesday.  Ask that God blesses Pastor 

Gurgel and our Trinity volunteers who help welcome our Hispanic neighbors 

to learn of Christ’s love here. 

2. Ask God to bring our Trinity membership together on October 

12/13/14 to worship God together on WELCOME HOME WEEKEND and across 

our WELS churches who are celebrating WELCOME HOME this month.  Ask 

that God removes the barriers which keep our straying members from regular worship.  Also ask 

God to bless the invitations of our members to welcome back former WELS members and 

neighbors without a home church.   


