
   

Week of October 13, 2019, #4 of 5 Classes 

Welcome to the fourth week of our Fall session of Trinity Growth Groups.  We pray that you are 

connecting closer to Christ and to each other, especially our newest members. 

The thought of “home” brings many memories and expectations to all of us.  As Christians EVERY ONE 

needs a home, especially a church home.  We a need a spiritual place that is safe and caring.  We need a 

place that tells us the whole truth of God, when we like it and even when we don’t.  All of us have a deep 

need to be loved and to love one another in spiritually healthy ways.  God has created the church (and 

members of the church) on earth to make that happen.  We all need a Christian community for 

encouragement, accountability, friendship, support, and MUCH more (including a place for educating our 

children in Christ, providing Christian child care, offer Christian youth group and campus ministry, and a 

place to help us put our Christian faith into action).  This is the Christian community where we can care 

about others and have others care for us, especially in our time of need.  Many of our 1200+ WELS 

churches are sponsoring a WELCOME HOME WEEKEND, to encourage more regular church attendance and 

to welcome back former WELS members (and really, anyone) to worship God.  This past weekend, we 

celebrated WELCOME HOME at Trinity.  May we remember that if God is our Father and Jesus is our 

brother, each of us in this room are brothers and sisters in Christ, not always related by human blood, but 

by Christ’s blood.  And may we follow His mission to care for every soul in our community, starting with 

those in our congregation. 

Opening Prayer:  LORD Jesus, preserve our family of believers with your never-failing mercy.  Bind us 

together with the bonds of Your eternal love.  Renew in us an active Christian concern for those we know and 
those we don’t.  Help us avoid whatever is wicked and harmful for our souls.  Forgive us our many sins.  Guide 
us in the truth of Your Word.  Bring us friends in the congregation and help us look at every stranger as a friend 
we haven’t met yet.  Bless our WELCOME HOME WEEKEND at Trinity Lutheran so that more might come to 
worship You regularly as their Savior.  We ask this in the saving name of Jesus.  Amen.  

Connect to EACH OTHER 

Growth Groups are formed to help us get to know God’s Word and each 

other.  Do wear name tags to help others, especially new participants.  At 

this session, have each person introduce themselves in @ 60 seconds 

with:  first/last name, a highlight of their week and a present challenge 

(what can the group celebrate and what can the group keep in their 

prayers) 

1. What makes your house:  “a home”?  What kind of effort does that take?  What happens when 

every family member works together?  What happens when they don’t?  Is it worth striving for a 

home?   
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2. What makes your church “a home church”?  What kind of effort does that take?  What happens 

when each church member works together?   What happens when they don’t?  Is it worth striving 

for a home church?   

Connect to the WORD 

Read the Sermon text:  Hebrews 2: 9-18 

3. What did pastor mean when he said that “Jesus went dumpster-diving” according to v9?  

Name several specific ways Jesus did this?  (clues in v.9 and Apostles’ Creed) What 

made Jesus do this?   

4. We all have family members who are “black sheep” and sometimes are 

ashamed of them.  Do you think this is true in almost every family?  Why (give a 

deeper answer than just:  sin)? BIG FACT -- even though Jesus calls every baptized 

Christian “brothers and sisters”, He SHOULD be ashamed of us.  Why should He be 

ashamed of each person in a Growth Group room?  So why isn’t Jesus ashamed of us (see 

the answer in v11)?   

Connect to LIFE 

5. Pastor mentioned how “home is where our fellow brothers and sisters are”.  How can you 

be a better Christian brother/sister to a Trinity member in need this week (other than 

someone you normally care about)?   

 

6. Trinity held this WELCOME HOME WEEKEND, along with a majority of 

our 1200+ WELS churches to welcome back members to more regular 

worship and welcome back former WELS members, and to use this as 

a natural way for our members to invite their unchurched friends, 

family members, co-workers, and neighbors.  Do you feel it’s important to have a 

HIGHLIGHTED/SPECIAL straying/evangelism effort and do you think it will help our 

congregation?  Give several reasons for your answer.  BTW – this effort will continue for the 

next 6 weeks.  How can each Trinity member better support this effort? 

Connect in PRAYER 
1. Pray for those straying members who came back to Trinity for WELCOME HOME WEEKEND that the Holy 

Spirit would spark their faith. Pray for those unchurched souls who came back to 

Trinity for this weekend’s worship that God will keep them coming with our prayers 

and personal efforts to welcome them.   

2. Ask God to bless our upcoming Trunk or Treat outreach event on Sunday, 

October 27th from 3-5 pm.  Ask God to help our congregation generously support this 

effort with candy, trunks, and volunteers.  Ask God to bring souls on campus to not 

only enjoy sweets but be welcomed to hear the Word through our church, school, and 

child care.  Ask that God use each one of us to care!   


