
   

Week of February 10, 2019, #4 of 5 Classes 

“Grace” is a word that we and our children learn back in Sunday School or BIC.  The textbook meaning is:   

“God’s undeserved love for sinners”.  It’s a word we hear so often in church or in the Bible we can easily 

take it for granted (and the devil loves it when we do that).  However, this past weekend, special guest 

preacher Pastor Mark Cares (of WELS Truth in Love Ministries) helped us better appreciate and apply 

God’s grace against the backdrop of Mormonism.  In 2012, there was an estimated 14.8 Mormons with @ 

57% living outside the United States (compare that with @375,000 total WELS membership worldwide).  

Mormonism is a popular, but sadly a cult, a non-Christian religion that was actually invented right here in 

the USA back in the 1820s by Joseph Smith and continued in popularity by Brigham Young out in the 

Utah Territory.  Mormonism “sounds” a lot like Christianity because it uses terms Christians are so familiar 

with like:  grace, heaven, angels, and Jesus.  But,, beneath the veneer of the terms, Mormons believe vastly 

different doctrine.  Mormons use the Bible but also use the Book of Mormon which adds to God’s Word 

and takes away the certainty of salvation made possible only through the blood-stained cross and empty 

tomb of Jesus Christ.  In this week’s Growth Group, let’s better appreciate the Bible’s teaching of God’s 

Grace and let’s look to reach out neighbors, including Mormons we meet with the blessed assurance that 

it is Christ who has achieved salvation FOR us (instead of the reverse false teaching) 

Opening Prayer:  Savior God in heaven – we praise You for coming from heaven to earth to serve as our 

Savior from sin so we now, by faith, will go to heaven.  Thank you for this certainty of our salvation.  Forgive us 
those many times we’ve taken Your grace for granted by our thoughtless prayers.  Change us by your Holy 
Spirit to cling to the Bible alone.  Protect us and those we love from Satan’s lies and false teachings.  And 
move us to witness your love this week to those we know and those who don’t know you.  Bless the ministry of 
Pastor Cares & those Mormons he and his team reaches.  And help us trust your perfect time and will.  Amen. 

Connect to EACH OTHER 

Growth Groups are formed to help us get to know God’s Word and each 

other.  Do wear name tags to help others.  At this session, have each 

person introduce themselves with:  first/last name, and what’s a favorite 

hobby or TV program they enjoy (and what they like about it). 

1. It’s easy to take every day life’s treasures from God for granted.  

Name something from every day life that still gives you a personal thrill when it happens.  

How do you keep yourself from taking it for granted? 

2. (Again – in less than 90 seconds) Have you ever met someone who described themselves as 

Mormon?  How did you know them?  What were they like?  Did you ever get in a spiritual 

discussion?  How did that go?  What Christian tools/information do you wish you had?  Do 

you think it would’ve made a difference?  What would you do different next time?   

“Appreciate God’s AMAZING Grace”  

Based on the Sermon from Pastor Mark Cares Ephesians 2: 8-10   
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Connect to the WORD 

Read the Sermon text:  Ephesians 2: 8-10 

3. Why is it so controversial when talking to someone who doesn’t trust in Jesus for 

salvation, to witness the Bible’s truth:  “People don’t have to do anything to be 

saved”?  Name at least two ways Ephesians 2: 8-10 gives such spiritual relief. 

a)  

b)  

 

4. Once we know we are saved by God’s Grace (not from ourselves), we want to 

do good works.  How can Pastor Cares say every Christian is “poetry in motion” and 

what does that look like (look closely at Ephesians 2:10 & 2 Corinthians 5:14)?   

 

Connect to LIFE 

5. Pastor said the most quoted passage from the book of Mormon is 2 Nephi 25:23:  “for we 

know that it is by grace we are saved, after all we can do”  How does that sentence make 

you feel as a Bible-believing Christian?  How must Mormons who 

believe that sentence feel?  What Christian truths can help shed light 

on this dilemma?   

 
Bonus Question:  Cherish the different pictures behind the words the 

Bible uses to describe our salvation like:  reconciliation (2 Corinthians 
5:19), justification (Romans 5:18), redemption (Hebrews 9:12) , forgiveness (Colossians 1:14), 
atonement (1 John 2:2).  What do these each mean and how does it help bring you lasting 
Christian comfort and peace as each word views salvation from a different angle. 

 

6. A Mormon leader had told a young man that his brother was killed in a car crash because 

he wasn’t “worthy”.  Be honest:  do you always feel worthy as a Christian?  Why or why not? 

What is the Christian answer here?  How can you live that beautiful Christian truth this week 

so that others can see that truth?   

Connect in PRAYER 
1. Thank God for the ministry of Truth in Love Ministries and the many Mormons/atheists/agnostics that this 

important WELS group reaches.  Ask God to continue to help them not grow weary in 

their witness and let the Gospel unleash it’s saving power.  Ask God help us in our 

witness to Mormons we meet and those who don’t know the love of Christ. 

2.  With the cold weather, thank God for our furnaces, warm clothes, and warm 

homes/schools/businesses we enjoy.  Ask God to be with those who struggle to heat 

their homes and the many homeless who live right here in Southeastern Wisconsin.  

Move us to show Christian love, Christian grace, and Christian wisdom to those we see 

and seek out those we don’t see.. 
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