
   

Week of February 17, 2019, #5 of 5 Classes 

Usually “showing off” brings to mind:  “behaving in a way that is intended to attract attention that others 

often find annoying.”  We see that most often in people “showing off” their new toys, their new vacations, 

their specific abilities, or their new purchases.  Yet, in today’s sermon, St. Paul reminds us to “Show Off 

Our Thorns” – that is not to be afraid to humbly show others our weaknesses and our need for staying 

close to our Savior Jesus.   St. Paul wasn’t afraid to show the Corinthian Christians his strengths or his 

weaknesses in the context of showing them how God gifts His people with both.  In our world, God allow 

both good and bad … for a purpose. 

 

In today’s study, we’ll take a closer look at personal “thorns in the flesh” that God allows according to His 

great loving plan for every single person.  And may we praise God for every good thing and every thorn  

and ask God to keep protecting us from being too “puffed-up-in-pride”.  And as we find true strength in 

Jesus, may we personally discover:  “When we are weak, then we are strong.”  Let’s look to give Christian 

support to each other in our struggles. 

 

Opening Prayer:  Father in heaven – we thank You for blessing us with this time of Christian study and the 

Christian friends we have made in this Growth Group session.  Help us remember that we live in the middle of 
many dangers and how frail we are as human beings.  And may you grant us patience and help when our 
personal “thorns in the flesh” sting and bring frustration.  Keep our eyes fixed on Jesus and bless us with Godly 
wisdom as we seek to serve Him each day.  In the saving name of Jesus, we pray.  Amen.   

Connect to EACH OTHER 

Growth Groups are formed to help us get to know God’s Word and each 

other.  Do wear name tags to help others.  At this session, have each 

person introduce themselves with:  first/last name, and what is your 

ethnic family background (heritage) and how do you celebrate it? 

 

1. It’s time for Show & Tell!  What is something you’re proud of (school or professional 

accomplishment or even a toy) and why are you proud of it?  And, if possible, share a 

favorite picture of what you’re proud of. 

 

2. It’s time for MORE Show & Tell!  Who is someone (family member, friend, person in your 

life) you are proud of and why are you proud of him/her?  And, if possible, share a favorite 

picture of who you’re proud of. 
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Connect to the WORD 

Read the Sermon text:  2 Corinthians 12: 7-10 

3. Of course St. Paul doesn’t ever specifically define it in Scripture, but what do you believe 

his “thorn-in-the-flesh” was and what makes you pick that weakness (look in the 

sermon text for answers)?  Why does St. Paul call it a “messenger of Satan”? 

 

 

4. How can St. Paul say:  “I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in 

hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties.  For when I am weak then I am 

strong”?  Specifically read:  2 Corinthians 11: 23-29 and consider what it cost St. Paul to 

share the Gospel of Jesus.  Why was it worth it to St. Paul?  Which trouble in that list 

would be the hardest for you and why? 

 

 

Connect to LIFE 

5. So what do you believe your personal “thorn-in-the-flesh” is and what makes you pick that 

thorn?  How has that thorn changed in your life?  How can you better help others by 

patiently enduring your thorn? 

 
 
 

6. How do you usually react when God seems silent about what you feel 

is an urgent pressing request?  How do you feel when God answers as 

in verse 9?  Why doesn’t God just take your thorn away? 

 
 

Connect in PRAYER 
1. Thank God for the Christian ministry of Jesus’ Cares – a Christian ministry that meets at Trinity Lutheran 

Church on the first and third Saturday mornings of the month during the school year.  

Praise God for the volunteers and their humble service to help bring the Gospel to 

men, women, and teens with special needs.  God help each of us take an interest in 

their needs and care about them in word and in deed.   

2.  Ask God to help the family of Milwaukee Police Officer Matthew Rittner (and 

all other officers) who was shot and killed in the line of duty.  May God bring them 

the comfort of the Resurrection of Jesus.  May God help give us a deeper respect for 

those in law enforcement and do all we can to support them and their families.  


