
   

Week of April 28, 2019, #1 of 5 Classes 

The Bible is FULL of paradoxes, and often hard to wrap our limited human minds around God’s life-giving 

Word.  But, as we dig deeper, God’s Holy Spirit helps us to see His truth.  Think of this Bible paradox:  

Jesus, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world is also the Good Shepherd who lays down 

His life for His sheep and lambs – for us.  It seems absurd, but it is absolutely true.  And thank God for it!  

Through His continuing presence and ministry, Jesus Christ leads us to our eternal home in heaven and 

guides us right now.  Stay close to your Good Shepherd and Savior Jesus and invite another to do the 

same this week. 

 

In today’s study on this confirmation weekend were 4 adults were confirmed along with 22 teens, we’ll 

take a closer look at good gifts from a Good Shepherd.  How we need His true words, a real relationship, 

and life that lasts.  Let’s celebrate together how the Gospel changes us for time and for eternity. 

 

Opening Prayer:  Father in heaven – we thank You for bringing us together for this Spring Growth Group 

session.  Bless those who teach and those who learn that we may be led to the still waters of Your life-giving 
Word.  Remove all distracting thoughts and cares as we study Your Word.  Calm our hearts as Your sheep.  
Help us stay connected to You, O Jesus, that we may abide in Your Father’s house forever.  In the blessed 
name of Jesus we pray.  Amen. 
   

Connect to EACH OTHER 

Growth Groups are formed to help us get to know God’s Word and each 

other.  Do wear name tags to help others.  At this session, have each 

person introduce themselves with:  first/last name, how long have you 

been a Trinity member and how did you become a member here (lifelong 

member, transfer/confirmed because of …), and what was your first real 

grown-up job. 

 

1. Name a few details of your confirmation day starting with the year (example:  small or big 

class, confirmation verse, anyone special who attended, anything about the service that 

sticks out). 

 

2. What promise did you make on your confirmation day?  How have you been keeping your 

confirmation promise?  
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Connect to the WORD 

Read the Sermon text:  John 10: 22-30 

3. Why didn’t the Jews believe that Jesus came into the world as Savior (see the clue in v25-

27)?  What hard truth did Jesus tell them in v26-27)?  What are several reasons why 

Jesus use “sheep” as a comparison for people, including you and me, in John 

chapter ten?   

 

4. The Good Shepherd declares amazing truths in v28-29.  What two key 

promises does He make to His sheep?  How do those promises help us, knowing 

Christians have a real relationship with our Savior?  At the same time, how do His key 

promises serve as a warning for us every day?  Read these passages to help you be ready:  

1 Corinthians 10:12, 1 Peter 5: 8-9, 2 Peter 3:17, Hebrews 2: 1- 

Connect to LIFE 

5. We hear both “good voices” and “bad voices” influencing us every day, calling out to us 

trying to befriend us.  What do these dangerous voices look like in your particular corner of 

the world and how can we use Jesus’ word of truth to answer them: 

a) American apathy?    See 2 Corinthians 6:2   

 

b) American amusement?    See Luke 10: 41-42 

   

c) American academia?    See 2 Timothy 3:16   

 

d) American thought police?  See Proverbs 31:8   

 

6.  Just think about your confirmation class – how often do you still see classmates from your 

own teen confirmation class or BIC in regular worship or Bible study?  Why is that?  Take 

heart -- name some positive steps each of us CAN take to help these wandering sheep?   

Connect in PRAYER 
1. Thank God for the World Mission opportunities WELS has received as the only protestant church with official 

government permission to work with the Hmong people in Vietnam.  Ask God to keep 

the door of opportunity open to help the two million Hmong people who live in 

Vietnam so WELS missionaries may reach them with the Gospel and help us build a 

theological training center in the capital city of Hanoi.     

2.  Ask God to bless the decision of the voters on Monday night to call a 7th 

grade teacher so our Trinity Lutheran School staff may be complete and ready to 

teach our lambs for the 2019-2020 school year.  


