
   

Week of May 5, 2019, #2 of 4 Classes 

Americans are fascinated with second chances.  We like second chance sweepstakes … the chance to turn 

a losing ticket into a winner.  We like second chance medical advances … the chance to give real life 

through organ transplants or pacemakers.  Sometimes, in His loving wisdom, God gives second chances 

like this … sometimes not.  Yes, there is no such thing as “luck” or “chance” because it’s all part of God’s 

plan for our time and for our eternity.  But, second chances can refer to the new opportunities (and Grace) 

God gives us every day to LIVE with Easter joy as God’s forgiven people.  Easter and God’s forgiveness 

change us … for the better. 

 

In today’s study, we hear how God gave a second chance to a disciple named Thomas to learn from his 

human doubts and to confidently live his Christian faith.  May all of us as Christians learn by God’s Holy 

Spirit to GRAB every chance we have to learn of Jesus TODAY and live for Jesus TODAY. 

 

Opening Prayer:  Dear Jesus, we praise You for clearly showing us many witnesses in the Bible who saw 

that You are not a DEAD Savior – but a living Savior.  Forgive us those times we’ve been slow to believe Your 
promises and follow Your Holy Will.  Instead, every time we go to church and every time we open our Bibles, 
take us in spirit to Your empty tomb and empower us to live as Your Easter witnesses at home, at work, and 
among our family and friends.  Help us trust You more instead of trusting our imperfect human logic.  In Your 
saving name we pray.  Amen.   
   

Connect to EACH OTHER 

Growth Groups are formed to help us get to know God’s Word and each 

other.  Do wear name tags to help others.  At this session, have each 

person introduce themselves with:  first/last name, introduce your 

immediate family, and a favorite thing you like to do in Spring. 

 

1. “You’ve got to be kidding”, said Thomas.  Share something someone recently told you that caused 

you to exclaim:  “You’ve got to be kidding”.  How was that situation resolved?   

 

 

2. Do you regularly lock your car/front door, even if you are going to use those doors just a 

few minutes later?  Why or why not?  Do you think we live in a “safe community”?  What 

makes you say that?  What reasonable steps do you take to lock up?   

 
 

Easter Gives Us Second Chances 

Based on the Sermon from John 20: 24-31   
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Connect to the WORD 

Read the EXPANDED Sermon text:  John 20: 19-31 

3. Why were the disciples “behind locked doors” (especially look at v19)?  Why do you think 

Thomas was not with the rest of the disciples on that first Easter Eve?  How does 

Thomas’ personality (doubting) compare with Mary’s in v13?  To the other disciples 

(v9, 19)?   

 

4. Describe and evaluate how Jesus deals with Thomas and his doubts  What is 

significant in the way Thomas responds in v 28?  What is the author’s purpose for 

writing this Gospel (v31)?   

 

Connect to LIFE 

5. Throughout history, people have exclaimed:  “You’ve got to be kidding,” when they’ve heard 

the Gospel message:  “He has risen.”  Instead of trusting Jesus for peace and God’s grace, in 

whom or what have they looked for peace?    Being more vulnerable 

(other than Jesus and His Gospel), where do you find yourself (and 

your family/friends) tending to look for peace?   

 

6.  Sometimes we LONG to see proof of Jesus like Thomas craved:  to 

have Jesus RIGHT in front of us and have signs from God on our terms 

instead of God’s perfect terms.  But, having Jesus appear to us in His Word and Sacrament 

is MUCH better.  Name at least two ways this is better. 

a) 

b) 

 

Connect in PRAYER 
1. Thank God for our mothers, grandmothers, and mother-figures, especially the Christian influence, prayers, 

and support we have received from these wonderful ladies sent by God into our lives.  

Pray for the mothers in our lives who are still living that they stay faithful to Christ and 

have the courage and wisdom to help us stay close to Jesus.  Also, pray for those 

women in our lives who would like to be mothers, but God hasn’t given them these 

blessings yet (infertility, haven’t had the blessing of marriage, etc.). 

2. Pray that God will bless the students and staff at Martin Luther College as 

they begin their exams and finish their training to be future pastors and teachers.  

Especially thank God that MLC is almost to their goal last week of MLC Day where they hope to provide 

$1000 matching scholarships to 100 more students.  


