
   

Week of May 12, 2019, #3 of 4 Classes 

Authority figures and accountability in America have fallen on hard times.  We like to think that we live in 

“the land of the free”.  And Satan likes to double down on this with the temptation to believe we are 

answerable to no one … but are simply FREE to serve ourselves.  So, are we?  Just drive 55 mph down 

White Rock Avenue and see what happens.  Don’t pay your credit cards for three months and see if there 

are any consequences.  This Easter season, we see again in living color how Jesus Christ has risen from the 

grave to give us true spiritual freedom.  The Son of God alone has freed us from the guilt of sin, from the 

fear of death, and from the control of the devil.  And we are FREE to serve Him from a grateful heart.  Our 

loving LORD God does now give us authority figures at home, church, government and work to bless us.  

Sometimes, human authority is corrupt and makes mistakes.  In those moments, as Christian believers we 

are still called to respect and honor those in authority.  But, Peter reminds us in Acts 5:29:  “We must obey 

God rather than human beings!”  We are accountable to God for time and for eternity.  And that’s a good 

thing!   In today’s study, we hear how Peter and the other believers, stood up for the truth of the Gospel 

message and God gave them the right words and right time to confess Christ, despite the temptation to 

be silent.  When we feel the heat of this world’s opposition to Christian beliefs and values, may we humbly 

obey God rather than men. 

Opening Prayer:  LORD Jesus, You came to Your disciples and took away their fears with Your word of 

peace.  You established authority figures in our world to provide for us and to bless us.  Forgive us those times 
we’ve ignored them or even deliberately disobeyed them.  Wash us clean in the Your blood shed for us on the 
cross.  Help us respect those in authority and help us make their work easier.  And lead us stand up for the 
Gospel with our words and actions.  In the name of Jesus, we pray.  Amen.  

Connect to EACH OTHER 

Growth Groups are formed to help us get to know God’s Word and each 

other.  Do wear name tags to help others.  At this session, have each 

person introduce themselves with:  first/last name, explain where you 

work(ed), where it is, and what you do (did) at your job.  Explain how 

many siblings you have in your family, who was the favorite sibling 

growing up, and give reasons for that. 

1. Name a few specific authority figures in your life as you were growing up and how did God bless 

you through them.  How did you respect them?  Name several ways you disrespected them?   

2. Name and describe an authority figure in your life whom you respect.  Give several 

reasons why you respect him/her.  Is he/she perfect?  How do you maintain proper respect for that 

person and how has it changed you?     
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Connect to the WORD 

Read the Sermon text:  Acts 5: 12, 17-32 

3. Why were the disciples on trial with the threat of punishment (especially look at v 27-28)?  

How were the Jewish leaders right in their accusations?  How were the Jewish 

leaders surprisingly wrong in their accusations?  

 

 

4. Name several reasons why Peter and the other disciples were so direct in their 

response in v29-31?  (see also Acts 4: 1-12) 

a)   

b)   

c)   

Connect to LIFE 

5. If you had been released from an unjust imprisonment during the night, what would you 

naturally want to do?  Why?  What did the apostles do?  Why?  Look especially at Acts 5: 

41-42.  What does their witness give you more courage to do? 

 

6. Clearly in Acts 5: 29-32, Peter and the other disciples had their 

Christian character tested and shaped because “they had been with 

Jesus.”  Name several ways how Jesus has shaped our Christian 

character so that others might notice that “we’ve been with Jesus”.   

a) In the Use of Your Time:   

b) In the Use of Your Talents:   

c) In the Use of Your Treasures:   

d) In the Use of Your Testimony:   

 
Connect in PRAYER 

1. Ask God to be with the family of Trinity member Jon Goede, a 65-year-old single man (served God actively 

by being a Saturday night usher) who died suddenly on May 11th of a massive heart 

attack.  Comfort them with the Easter promise of Jesus:  “Because I live, you also shall 

live.”  Remind each of us how short life is and how we need to prepare to meet Jesus 

any day. 

2. Praise God for the 120+ students at Martin Luther College who will be 

assigned to school classrooms across our country and world.  Ask that God be with 

the students, families, and congregations and that He will equip these young men and 

women to faithfully serve Christ in their respective calls.  Ask that God raise young men and women in our 

congregation to be future teachers in our WELS classrooms and help us support them. 


