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TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Waukesha, WI 

September 9-11, 2017 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

Grandma used to say "mind your own business." Grandma's advice is sage advice when it comes to 
sticking our nose into issues that don’t involve us. But what about those times when the issue directly 
involves us? Our reputation was trashed. Our personal property was taken. At that point, Jesus’ teaching - 
not grandma’s advice - must carry the day. Jesus says that we are to go to the person who has sinned 
against us. Why? So that we can feel superior? Never! In humility, we bring the message of God’s law and 
gospel so that a brother or sister can be led to repentance. In a miracle of pure grace, Jesus is pleased to 
use sinners like us to go to sinners like us with the only message that saves sinners like us. When the 
brother has been won back, you - and God's angels - have something to sing about! 

It is a privilege to worship with you this weekend.  Please come again very soon! 

OUR FACILITIES 

Our restrooms are located to the left as you leave the sanctuary doors. The members of Trinity believe that 
families should be allowed to worship together. If your young one needs some “time out,” we have an 
audio-equipped children’s room just outside of the church doors to your right. Parents wishing to use our 
professionally staffed nursery during Bible Study hour and 10:45 a.m. service will find it on the lower level 
of the school rotunda.  

If you need anything during the service, please feel free to ask an usher. 

REFORMATION 500: WHAT LUTHER SAYS 

“God placed his church in the midst of the world, among countless external activities and callings, not in 
order that Christians should become monks but so that they may live in fellowship and that our works and 
the exercises of our faith may become known among men. For human society, as Aristotle said, is not an 
end in itself but a means [to an end]; and the ultimate end is to teach one another about God.  

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Preacher   Pastor Aaron Christie 

Presiding Minister Pastor Larry Gates 

Musicians   Pastor Aaron Christie, Piano 
Ian Welch, Guitar 

Jeremy Bakken, Bass Guitar 
Dan Bushner, Percussion 

Casey Pufahl, Stacy Hoehl, Karen Vasatko, Vocals 
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THE CHURCH
Fall Worship Series

August 20th - October 1st  2017

August 20                         The Church Is Meant for All 
Pastor Scott Oelhafen     

August 27                      The Church Is Enduring 
Pastor Aaron Christie    

September 3                    The Church Is at War  
Pastor Larry Gates    

September 10    THE CHURCH IS HER BROTHER’S KEEPER  
Pastor Aaron Christie 

September 17                The Church Is Crowned with a Cross 
Pastor Scott Oelhafen     

September 24                 The Church Is Blessed with Workers 
Pastor Aaron Christie    

October 1                                                 The Church Is Well-Guarded 
Pastor Larry Gates    

“The Church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord” 
Christian Worship 538:1

trinitywels.com



THE COMMON SERVICE 
The Church Is Her Brother’s Keeper 

INVOCATION 

Stand 

M: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

OPENING HYMN Jesus Sinners Does Receive | CW 304:1-5 

To be sung as follows:  vv. 1-3 - All;  v. 4 - Cantors;  v. 5 - All 

�  
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CONFESSION OF SINS  

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, asking 
him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in 
my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For 
this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and 
trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

ABSOLUTION  

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

PRAYER AND PRAISE  

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord!  

HYMN OF PRAISE Jesus Sinners Does Receive | CW 304:6-7 

6. Oh, how blest is it to know, Were as scarlet my transgression, 
 It shall be as white as snow By your blood and bitter passion, 
 For these words I do believe—Jesus sinners does receive. 

7. Jesus sinners does receive. Even I have been forgiven. 
 And when I this earth must leave, I shall find an open heaven. 
 Dying, still to him I cleave—Jesus sinners does receive. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: The Lord be with you.  

C: And also with you. 

M: Let us pray. 

 Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church; and because it cannot continue 
in safety without your help, protect and govern it always by your goodness; for you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Be seated 
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THE WORD OF GOD 

CHILDREN’S DEVOTION   Ages 3-8 

ANTHEM Doxology | TLS GRADES K-2 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him all creatures here below 
Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost 

Praise to the Father whose love has no end 
The Great King of Mercy who calls us his friend 
We are his children and we belong to him 
That’s why we worship, that’s why we sing 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow   Refrain 

All praise to Jesus the Lamb crucified 
The gift of the Father who suffered and died 
The promise of heaven to all who believe 
That’s why we worship, that’s why we sing 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow   Refrain 

Praise to the Spirit the Heavenly wind 
Who points us to Jesus and draws us to him 
The seal of the Father for all eternity 
That’s why we worship, that’s why we sing   Refrain 

FIRST LESSON  EZEKIEL 33:7-11 

Ezekiel was called to warn the wicked 

"Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the people of Israel; so hear the word I speak and give 
them warning from me. 8 When I say to the wicked, 'You wicked person, you will surely die, ' and 
you do not speak out to dissuade them from their ways, that wicked person will die for their sin, and 
I will hold you accountable for their blood. 9 But if you do warn the wicked person to turn from their 
ways and they do not do so, they will die for their sin, though you yourself will be saved. 10 "Son of 
man, say to the Israelites, 'This is what you are saying: "Our offenses and sins weigh us down, and 
we are wasting away because of them. How then can we live?"' 11 Say to them, 'As surely as I live, 
declares the Sovereign LORD, I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that they turn 
from their ways and live. Turn! Turn from your evil ways! Why will you die, people of Israel?’ (NIV) 
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PSALM OF THE DAY The Lyric Psalter | PSALM 32 

�  

Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is remitted.  
Blessed the man to whom the LORD imputes no guilt, in whose spirit is no guile. 

Refrain 

To you I have acknowledged my sin; my guilt I did not hide.  
I said, “I will confess my transgression to the LORD.” And you have forgiven the guilt of my sin.  

Refrain 

Rejoice in the LORD: exult, you just! Rejoice in the LORD!  
Ring out your joy, all you upright of heart! Ring out your joy!  

Refrain 

SECOND LESSON  GALATIANS 2:11-21 

Paul publicly opposed Peter’s hypocrisy  

When Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned. 12 For before 
certain men came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to 
draw back and separate himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those who belonged to 
the circumcision group. 13 The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even 
Barnabas was led astray. 14 When I saw that they were not acting in line with the truth of the gospel, I 
said to Cephas in front of them all, "You are a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not like a Jew. How 
is it, then, that you force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs? 15 "We who are Jews by birth and not 
sinful Gentiles 16 know that a person is not justified by the works of the law, but by faith in Jesus 
Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and 
not by the works of the law, because by the works of the law no one will be justified. 17 "But if, in 
seeking to be justified in Christ, we Jews find ourselves also among the sinners, doesn't that mean 
that Christ promotes sin? Absolutely not! 18 If I rebuild what I destroyed, then I really would be a 
lawbreaker. 19 "For through the law I died to the law so that I might live for God. 20 I have been 
crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live 
by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 21 I do not set aside the grace of 
God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!" (NIV) 
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VERSE OF THE DAY  Steven Janco 
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C:   Refrain 

M:      Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. (Philippians 4:4)  

C:   Refrain 

Stand out of respect for the Gospel 

M: The Gospel according to St. Matthew, chapter 18. 

C: Glory be to you, O Lord! 

GOSPEL  MATTHEW 18:15-20 (NIV) 

We are called by Christ to be our brother’s keeper 

"If your brother or sister sins, go and point 
out their fault, just between the two of you. 
If they listen to you, you have won them 
over. 16 But if they will not listen, take one 
or two others along, so that 'every matter 
may be established by the testimony of two 
or three witnesses.' 17 If they still refuse to 
listen, tell it to the church; and if they 
refuse to listen even to the church, treat 
them as you would a pagan or a tax 
collector. 18 "Truly I tell you, whatever you 
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed 
in heaven. 19 "Again, truly I tell you that if 
two of you on earth agree about anything they ask for, it will be done for them by my Father in 
heaven. 20 For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them." (NIV) 

M: The Gospel of the Lord! 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
   born of the virgin Mary, 
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried. 
  He descended into hell. 
  The third day he rose again from the dead. 
  He ascended into heaven 
   and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  The Holy Christian Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Be seated 

HYMN OF THE DAY To God Be the Glory  | CW 399 

See next page 

SERMON Pastor Aaron Christie | MATTHEW 18:15-20 

Your Family Needs You! 

Stand 

THANKSGIVING 

OFFERING September WELS Connection 

Please take a moment during the gathering of the offering to sign the FRIENDSHIP REGISTER in each of 
the pews. We encourage you to take a moment after the service to get to know those seated around you! 

If you are not a member of Trinity Lutheran, we do not want you to feel obligated to give an offering. We 
gather our offerings in church, because the Bible teaches that giving is an act of worship. The vast majority 
of our church and school ministry is carried out by what is given during weekend services. May the Lord 
bless you. And may he use our gifts to be a blessing to many others! 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: Eternal God and Father, we give you thanks for the blessings we share as members of your holy 
Church, for your gracious Word and sacraments, for opportunities to worship and to grow in faith 
and knowledge, for occasions to serve and be served, for fellowship with believers in our 
congregation and in our synod. 

C: Help us to rejoice in these blessings, dear Lord, and to use them faithfully. 
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M: Jesus Christ, Lord of the Church, you give grace to your people by calling us to be your witnesses in 
the world. Open our eyes to see the great and noble mission that lies before us. In the hurting eyes of 
the lonely, in the pained eyes of the sick, and in the searching eyes of the lost, help us to see your 
face, O Jesus, and to serve others as we would serve you. 

C: Awaken us to the opportunities you give to proclaim your message of love. 

M: Holy Spirit, giver of life, through Word and sacrament bestow on us the wisdom and power we need 
to witness clearly and to act boldly. Help us to speak the truth in love, to give the reason for the hope 
we have, and to conduct ourselves with gentleness and respect. 

C: Set our hearts on fire as we work and witness for Christ. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we pray for a family member, an acquaintance, a neighbor, or a friend who does 
not believe in you, or whose faith is weak or troubled. 

            Silent prayer 

            Special prayers and intercessions may be offered 

M: Wherever your Word is proclaimed, O Lord, grant it success. Let your kingdom come to us and 
others, so that we and many more might join the assembly of saints and angels to sing your praise 
forever. 

C: Savior of all, hear our prayer and help us in our mission. Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who 
sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

COLLECT 

M: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them, read, 
learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted by your holy Word, we may 
cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

BLESSING 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C: Amen 
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CLOSING HYMN                                                 Go, My Children, with My Blessing | CW 332 

�  

COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS 
PSALM: Text ©2010 Conception Abbey/The Grail, admin. by GIA Publications, Inc.; refrain trans., © 1969, ICEL  
 Music by Tony E. Alonso, © 2014, GIA Publications, Inc.  
VERSE: Music ©1996, GIA Publications, Inc. 
 Reprinted with permission under onelicense.net # A-714834
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